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Need Help Affording  
 A Catholic Education? 

If you attend a Catholic Elementary or Catholic High School in the Diocese of Cleveland, apply for Diocesan Tuition 
Assistance (DTA) 
What is DTA? 
Donors across the Diocese have been generous in their gifts to tuition-assistance funds.  These funds are dispersed yearly to 
needy families through a distribution process that takes into account family and school need, total number of children 
applying for aid, and total amount of funds available that year.  You must apply each year. 
How do I apply? 
Every January, financial aid applications are available at the school or through the diocese.  An independent company, 
Private School Aid Service (PSAS), is used for the financial review.  The funding, however, comes from diocesan donors, 
not from PSAS.   

 
 

If you live in the City of Cleveland, 
Apply for the Cleveland Scholarship & Tutoring Program (CSTP) http://www.ode.state.oh.us   

(use the Finance and Grants link to get to “Scholarship Programs” link) 
What is CSTP? 
CSTP is a State of Ohio educational “voucher” program for needy families residing in Cleveland who want their child to 
attend a private or parochial school in Cleveland.  The voucher pays for either 75% or 90% of the tuition charged, 
depending on family income.  It does not cover other fees, books or uniforms.  Vouchers are distributed to most-needy 
families first, and all applications are entered into a lottery.  Once you have a voucher, it stays with you until you move out 
of Cleveland or finish high school. 
How do I apply? 
Every January, CSTP applications are available at the participating schools, through the diocese or through the CSTP office 
located in Downtown Cleveland’s Frank J. Lausche State Building. (216-787-5680) 
 

 
If you currently attend an Ohio public school that has been rated “Academic Emergency/Watch” for two of the last 

three years in a And the public school is located outside the City of Cleveland 
Apply for the EdChoice Scholarship Program 

http://www.ode.state.oh.us   
(use the Finance and Grants link to get to “Scholarship Programs” link) 

What is EdChoice? 
EdChoice is a brand-new State of Ohio voucher program for students who are currently attending a public school that has 
been rated by Ohio as having been in Academic Emergency or Academic Watch for two out of the last three years.  This 
voucher pays an amount up to $4,250 of tuition for a private or parochial school.   
How do I apply? 
To see if your child is in one of the eligible schools, visit the State website and get an application at 
www.ode.state.oh.us/School_Finance/ecs or call the Ohio Department of Education’s toll-free number: (877) OHIOEDU or 
(877) 644-6338. 
 
 

If you are interested in a particular Catholic school, 
Inquire about Local Tuition Assistance 

What is Local Tuition Assistance? 
Local assistance comes from the particular school to which you are applying.  There are often funds available from the 
school’s supporting donor community about which you might ask.  Pastors and principals try to accommodate families with 
a tuition payment program that can fit a family’s budget.  School leaders recognize the sacrifice parents and relatives make 
to afford this quality education.  
How do I apply? 
Please contact the school’s principal or the parish’s pastor about any aid that may be available locally. 
 

For more information on any of these programs, contact Judy Nakasian 
at the Office of Catholic Education at 216-696-6525  (800-869-6525) ext. 3250. 


